Dr. Pilon-Thomas – A Big Hit With Pinellas Partners
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The Moffitt Pinellas Partners Steering Committee gathered for breakfast on November 14 at the Hilton Carillon Park, St. Petersburg, for our third meeting.    Included in the discussions was the allocation of funds that are raised through Pinellas Partners events and activities.  An outstanding research scientist at Moffitt Cancer Center, Dr. Shari Pilon-Thomas was warmly welcomed as our guest speaker.  She presented her work on cancer immunotherapy, the education of a patient’s immune system to recognize and destroy a tumor.  This research program touches on treatments for every type of cancer, including melanoma.   Nearly half of all new cancers in the U.S. are skin cancers and Florida ranks second in melanoma incidents.  Melanoma is an aggressive disease and if not treated early, it has a poor prognosis.  

 

Highly impressed with Dr. Pilon-Thomas’s research, the committee is pleased to announce the approval of the $32,000 funds raised last March at the inaugural Pinellas Partners Breakfast to be given to her project.  The committee plans on having a check presentation at our next event, which will be held every year. 

 

We are excited about our future events that will help raise additional funding needed for the immunotherapy project.  It takes more than $50,000 for seed money to develop the proposal for an approved trial.  In order to see how the money raised is directly helping our community, Dr. Pilon-Thomas will give an update as to how the funding is utilized as well as periodically deliver progress reports.

 

We are hoping to host our second event around Feb/March, 2008 and are planning something meaningful and informative to our Pinellas County community.  You certainly won’t want to miss that.  Please contact us if you are not already on our mailing list or know someone who wants to be included in such a worthwhile cause.  

 

Thank you for your participation and support in helping Pinellas County get connected to Moffitt CancerCenter.   

 

Sincerely,

 

Marsha Droste

Co-chair 

Moffitt Pinellas Partners
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Dr. Shari Pilon-Thomas is presented with a 
thank you gift from Joe Burdette
 

 











