A Story Of Hope – Surviving Cancer
It’s hard to describe what goes through your mind when you or someone you love hears those three dreaded words, YOU HAVE CANCER…..It seems like the world, and everything you thought you knew about your life is somehow changed forever. 

 

The day they told my brother Don that there was something “suspicious” on his chest x-ray was one of those moments. He had gone to see his primary care physician for what he thought was a pinched nerve in his neck. After going through multiple tests, the diagnosis was in….lung cancer, very aggressive and very advanced. The tumor was already the size of a softball and it had invaded the entire lower lobe of his left lung. 

 

He was referred to a prominent thoracic oncology surgeon in his local area who told him that surgery was not an option for him. The tumor was so large and so close to his aorta that he considered it “inoperable”. The surgeon suggested he undergo chemotherapy and radiation with the hope that it might shrink the tumor and surgery might be possible “sometime in the future”. There was no mistaking the expression on the surgeons face; my brother Don’s prognosis was not good.

 

When he called to tell me what the surgeon had said, I could hear the stark terror in his voice. At that moment, all I knew was that I had to get him an appointment at Moffitt and it needed to be immediately, before any other treatment was started. 

 

I am so fortunate to have friends who are directly involved with The Moffitt Foundation,  after a few phone calls and many tears, we were scheduled for an evaluation two days later with Dr. Eric Sommers and his incredible surgical staff at Moffitt Cancer Center. 

 

After reviewing all of the scans and the biopsy results, Dr. Sommers assured us that while it was an extremely complex surgery, he was confident that he could remove the tumor and that Don would have an excellent chance at a full recovery. Sitting in that exam room that afternoon, we went from feelings of fear and desperation, to ones of hope and optimism.

 

Five days later Don underwent a four hour operation to remove the entire lower lobe of his lung. When Dr. Sommers walked into the waiting room after surgery, we could tell by the smile on his face that the surgery had been a complete success. Dr. Sommers told us that afternoon that at the rate the tumor was growing, in another few days it would have been impossible, even for him, to do the surgery. 

 

I can never fully express the feeling of gratitude that my family has for our friends at The Moffitt Foundation, for Dr. William Dalton and especially for Dr. Eric Sommers, his primary nurse Joe Garrett, ARNP, his medical assistant Kathy Hassler and Paul Williams R.N. from the ICU. Not only did they give my brother his life back, they treated every member of our family with kindness, compassion and the promise of hope. 

 

It has now been one year since his surgery, had it not been for the Moffitt Cancer Center, my brother would likely not be with us today, for that we are forever grateful. 

 

Because of our life changing experience at Moffitt, it has become my mission to make every person I meet in my community aware of the great things that are possible and the huge strides that Moffitt Cancer Center is making every day in treating cancer. Moffitt’s Total Cancer Care approach is revolutionary and we are so fortunate to be a part of the future of cancer treatment.
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