
Pinellas Partners Helps Promote Access to Clinical Trials

Pinellas Partners Committee members represented Moffitt Cancer Center in September at several local government meetings where proclamations were adopted in support of Leukemia, Lymphoma & Myeloma Awareness Month. 


Julie Shannon and Mary Harvey were among the Pinellas Partners who joined with Moffitt Government Relations Supervisor John DeMuro to speak at meetings of the Pinellas Board of County Commissioners and the St. Petersburg and Clearwater city councils. 


State Rep. Ed Hooper accompanied the Pinellas Partners delegation to the Pinellas County and Clearwater meetings. In a show of support for Moffitt, Hooper introduced the Pinellas Partners to the government officials who attended. 


This activity raised awareness of Moffitt’s and the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS)’s efforts to help patients with blood cancers. The event focused on the critical need to promote patient access to clinical trials.

Richard Spayde, a leukemia survivor spearheaded the proclamations project on behalf of Pinellas Partners. His story will appear in an upcoming edition of this newsletter.

In her comments to the St. Petersburg City Council, Julie Shannon raised the issue that many insurers do not cover the costs associated with clinical trials, even though the treatments offered in those trials often represent the best hope for people battling leukemia, lymphoma and similar diseases. 


Robert Molina, a three-time cancer survivor, offered a powerful firsthand perspective to the Pinellas County Commissioners and the Clearwater Mayor and Council. He stressed the importance of clinical research and attested to the first-rate care and support offered by Moffitt and LLS. 


By communicating with elected officials about the importance of the battle against cancer, Pinellas Partners can have a huge impact on issues such as government funding of cancer programs as well as legislation affecting access to cancer treatment. 


If you’re interested in learning more about grassroots advocacy – making our voices heard on behalf of cancer patients – please contact John DeMuro at john.demuro@moffitt.org or (813) 745.1527.
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From left:John DeMuro, Mary Harvey, Karen SeelRobert Molina and Ed Hooper
Also, a video of our presentation can be viewed on the Pinellas County website.
 

To view it:
 

1) go to http://www.pinellascounty.org/media/archive-bcc.htm
 

2) click on the 9/16/2008 meeting link

 

3) Scroll ahead in the video. Our segment starts at the 3-minute, 30-second mark.


